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JOURNAL OF PROCEEDINGS
’ IN THE

ﬁEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

TuurspAY, 1678 DAY oF NoveMBER, 1848,

PRESENT

His Excellency the Governor-in-Chief,

The Honotrable the Colonial Secretary,

The Honorable the Attorney General,

The Honorable the Colonial Treasurer,

The Honorable the Surveyor General,

Alexander Xennedy, Esquire,

Frederick Ward Merriman, Esquire.
ABsENT :

Robert Clapham Barstow, Esquire.

The Council met-parsnant to summons.

The oaths of allegiance, supremacy, abjura-
tion, and the oath of office were administered
by command of His Excellency the Governor
to the Members present.

The Rev. J. F. Churton, Colonial Chaplain,
being in attendance was introduced and read
prayers.

His Excellency then opened the Council
with an - address, which on motion of
Mr. Merriman was ordered to be printed. (Vide
Schedule A4.)

The Governor laid on the Table the follow-
ing Bills.

1. « A Bill to provide for the Establishment
of Provincial Legislative Councils, in the
Colony of New Zealand.”

2. “ A Bill to amend the Supreme Court
Ordinance.”

3. “ A Bill for the Regulating the Convey-
augce and Postage of Letters,”

The Attorney General, gave notice that he
would move on Friday, the 17th instant, that

‘the Council do proceed with the consideration

of the Provincial Councils’ Bill.

Mr, Merriman gave notice that he would
move that the Supreme Court Amendment
Bill be read a first time on Friday, the 17th
instant. .

The Colonial Secretary gave notice that he
would move that the Postage Bill be read a
first time on Friday, the 17th inst.

The Governor laid on the Table a Despatch,
from the Secretary of State, dated Downing
Street, 24th April, 1848, which on motion
of Mr. Merriman, was ordered to be printed.
(Vide Schedule BY)

Couneil then adjourned until 3 o'clock, on
Friday, the 17th inst.

Frinay, 17th Novemeer, 1848.
PRESENT :
All the Members.

The Council met pursuant to adjournment.

The minutes of the last meeting were read,
and after being amended, were confirmed.

Robert Clapham Barstow, Esquire, being in.
attendance, took the oaths of allegiance, supre-
macy, and abjuration, and the oath of office.

Mr. Merriman presented a petition from
certain inhabitants of Auckland, praying that
the consideration of the ¢ Provincial Councils
Bill ¥ be postponed.  Petition read; and on
motion of Mr., Merriman, seconded by Mr.
Kennedy, it was ordered that the petition be
printed.  ( Vide Schedule C.)

The Attorney General moved the first read-
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ing of the “Provincial Councils’ Bill.” Bill
read a first time accordingly.

On motion of the Attorney General, seconded
by the Colonial Secretary. Bill read a second,
time, :

The Attorney General moved that Council]
do now go into committee on said Bill. ,

Mr, Merriman moved, and Mr. Kennedy se-.
conded—that the consideration in committee
of said Bill be postponed until the opinion of
the Colonists be ascertaingd on the subject.:
After discussion, Council divided on Mr, Mer-+
riman’s amendment.

Ayes—three. ' ,

-On the question being put on the original
motion, Council divided.

Noes—three,

Preamble dnd clauses 1-and 2 read and
agreed to. .

On the 3rd clause being read, the:Attorney
General moved that said clause do stand as
read, Mr. Kennedy moved the following:
amendment, which was seconded by Mr. Mer-
riman, “ It shall be lawful for the Governor or
Lieutenant-Governor of the Province, by letters
patent, under the great- seal of the Province,
from time to time, to issue writs for the election

9f._§%&b», Lspersons hy .fbe householders of
"“thé Province to be members of the safd"Légis-"
lative Council.. Provided that the number :df}]
Members of the said Council, who shall be so,
etected, shall “dtways -exceed -the number-who
hold any office under the Crown.or iinder the
“Colenial Goverament.” : o
. ATy MBcWRsion, "Osteil” divided ton' Mr.
Kennedy’s amendment. " o
‘Ayes—ihiree: o :
' On- the question being put :on the:original
motion, Gounoil -divided, - o

Noes—three, ‘ -

Clauses 4 and-5 read and -agreed to. ?

' On elause-6 being read, the Attorney General

moved that-the blanks in the clause be filled
up-with the werds 25 ‘miles, and fifty pounds.
" Clanse-as amendéd readand agreed to.” =
- Claufés 7,'8;9, 10,711,°12,13,:14, 15, read
-andagréed to.- - - A -
On clause 16 being read, the Attorney Ge-
“rleral moved that-clause do stanid as. seatheeoMr;
Kennedy. moved that “s8#d€lause beexpunged;
but subsequently withdrew his amendment.
Clause 16 rfead-andagreed: te.
Clauses from 17 +to:29 inclusive read and
agreed to. T
The Attarney General moved the reconside-
ration of the Ist clause, and that clause be
amended by inserting. after .the word “ Pro-

< inte which the Islands.of New Zealand now
are, or may: hereafter. be divided.”. -
Clause as amended read and.agreed.to.
On motion of the. Attoraey. General, com-
mittee on said Bill adjourned. .
- Mr: Merriman, according to notice, maved
that the “Supreme Court Amendment Bill "

‘Itime,

ring up

be read a Afirst time. .Bill read a first time
accordingly. ‘
© On motion of Mr, Merriman, bill yead a
second time and committed.

‘ *"The Attorney ) noti
i moved the_con51deration of the* Naturalization

Title, preamble, and clause read and agreed
to.
On mation of Mr. Merriman, further consi-
deration of said Bill in committee adjourned.

The Colonial Secretary according to notice
moved that the ¢ Postage Bill " be read a first
Bill read a first time accordingly.

On motion of Colonial Secretary, bill read a
second time and committed.

Title read and agreed to.

- .On clause 1 being read, Mr. Merriman
moved that clause. be amended by striking out
the words * Post” in the 2nd and 3rd lines,

{and by inserting the words “Postal.” Clause

1 as amended agreed to.

On clause 2 being read, Mr. Merriman
:maved that the word * Newspapers " be struck
out—agreed to. The Attorney General moved
that clause be further amended, by inserting
the following words, ¢ Provided that no rate of
Postage shall be imposed under the authority
hereof, exceeding the rate of Postage now
levied and taken, And that from and. after
the passing ‘of this Ordinance, no Postage
shall be charged or payable for the corvey-
ance or delivery of Newspapers.” Clause as
amended agreed to.
~ Clause 3 read and agreed to. ,

" O clausEd Felng FeR; e Attoraey General
‘moved that the blank be filled up by inserting
the word “ five.””  Agreed to.  Or motion of

the Colonial Secretary, further-consideration.of

said Bill in-committee: adjoutned. . .
The Governor laid onthe table a ¢ Bill for
the Naturalization of .certain Persops in the

| Colony of New Zealand.”

The . Attorney General: ga®e notice that™he - -
would bring up the report.on the Provincial
Councils’ Bill,” and move the third reading
thereof, to-marrow. L

The Attorney. General further gave notice
that he-wonld move the consideration of the
¢« Naturalization Bill " to-morrow. - -

The Colonial .Secretary gave notice thas he
would bring iup .the report .od-the ‘ Postage
Bill,” and move the third reading thereof,
to-morrow. " o - v

Mr. Mexsisn: iee- thet-ire -would
up the, report .on the -Supreme Caurt
-Amendment Bill,” and movethe third reading

‘| thereof, to:morrow.

Council adjourned until four o'clock, on

.Saturday, the 18th instant. .

SaTurDAY, 18th Novemeer, 1848.
' ’ PRESENT :

G His { - Gov i ‘Chl'ﬁf, an
vinees,” in the-26th Line; the. following words, A.Hlys Excgugnoy the. Governor-in f,

o o gixMemberss <0 T T
Absent—Mr. Kennedy. -~ -~ -
‘The Council met purstant to-adjournment.
The minutes - of the last megeting "were read

and caonfirmed.

“'The Attomey General .brought up the

report on the ¢ Proyincial Councils’ Bill,;and
‘moved that it be read a third:time. Bill read
and passed.

-

General, accerding to notice,
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Bill,” and that it he read a first time.  Bill read
a first time.

On motion of the Attorney General, Bill
read 2 second time and committed. Blank in
clause 1 filledup with the words * 1st January,
1843,” and agreed to.

On motion of the -Colonial Treasurer, the
name of * Henry Keesing, senior,” added to
schedule. ’

The Attorney General then brought up the
repart on Bill, and .moved that it be read a
third time. Bill read a third time accordingly,
and passed. -

“The ‘Colonial Secretary brought up -the

report on the « Postage Bill,”” and moved that
it be read a thivd time. Bill read a third time
accordingly and passed.
. Mr. Merriman brought up the report on the
“ Supreme Court Amendment Bill,” and
moved that it be read a third time. Bill read |
a third time accordingly and passed.

Council adjourned sine die.

J. CoarEes,—Clerk of Council.:
€ouncil Chambers, ' i
Nov. 18, 1848,

[

. Schedule. A,
ADDRESS

Of His Excellency the Governor-in-Chief on
opening the Legislative: Council.
GENTLEMEN OF THER LEGISLATIVE CouNelr,

" The recent calamitous -actounts which have'
reached us from the ‘Southern Provinee, have induced
me to summon you stddenly, and at an earlier period'
than I had previously contemplated.

‘Thad hoped to-havée assembled ‘in -Auckland, the
‘Lieutenant-Governor of New Munster, and other gen-
tlemen from that -Province, to have associated with
them varicus other officers, and the Members of the
Legislative Council of this. Province, and then to have
availed anyself of the wisdom and experience of the:
Louncil. so . constituted, .for the purpose of making,
.sexeral. chagges in, and.additions 1o the general laws,
of t'hg colony, which . circunystances have rendered
requisige,

The rccent calamities at Weliington, have, however,
tendered it hopeless for me  to expect that the Lieute-
nant Governor of New Munster, and the other gentles;

men from tha vi upen whose aid I had relied,
éanl, fo¥°a ‘considerable period of time, abaridoni” thosel

calls which recent events have imposéd wpon® their
time and their energies. =~ : i

- Talso feel that at the present moment, the restora-
tion of public confidence, and the whole future pros-
- perity of Wellitigton; depetid upon prompt and energetic
measures . being taken, to rewmedy . the: disasters whick
have occurred, and I am anxious that, in so far as
depends upon the general government, the Jlocal
authorities, and settlers, at that place, should have
placed in their own hands, the means of adopting
those remedies which their local experience may point
out to them as those best suited to the urgency
ot the case. I, at the same time, indulge the hope
that, whilst they bow with entire resignation to the
blow which Divine Providence has inflicted upon them,
they will, with that energy they have so often exhibited,
strive to repair their present disaster, and show that
they are borh able and willing to aid themselves, and
that they have a becoming confidence in their own
constancy and resources.

I propose, therefore, that with the least practicable
delay, the powers which by Act of Parliament are
vested in the Governor-in-Chief, conjointly with this |
Council, should be exercised for the purpose of |

i

QE}Kling into existence Provincial Legislative Coun-'
cilsy in the Colony of New Zealand, to which Coun«
cils I propose to entrust all those powers which wers

.

vested in the local Legislatures, by the 9th and 1Gth
Victoriz, cap. ‘103, being An Act to make further
provision for the Gevernment of the New Zealsnd
Islands.

The large powers which will ‘thus be vested in the
local Legislatures, will enable the Provincial Legisla~
tive Council of New Munster, not only to devise and
frame all those measures which are necessary to meet
the urgent demands of the present crisis, but will en=
able them further to provide for various matters of local
concernment, which are of such pressing importance
that any longer delay in their adjustment -would
inflict a serious injury wpon :the Scuthern Province,
and greatly increase the disasters, against which they
have at this moment to contend. '

A Bill for the purpose of providing for the estab=
lishment of Provincial Legislative Councils, has -there=
fore, by my directions, been prepared, and will be laid
before you.

When this'Bill is read, I will explain in detail the
reasons which have induced me to regard the proposed
measure as the one which is best suited to the immedi~
ate circumstances-of the colony. It may be sufficient
for me now to say that after having bestowed many
months most careful attention upon the subject—after
an extensive persoual acquaintance with, 1 believe, every
settlement.in New Zealand, and 'after having enjoyed-
the benefit of frequent conversations with some of the
leading wen in all parts of the colony, and of every
shade of opinion; under also an entire knmv]edgp of
the magnitude and difficulty of the task which has been
imposed upon me, and from which I would willingly
have shrunk, I have -been unable to devise any other
measure, which, in the existing state of New Zealand,
appeared to me to present so many advantages, and to
be so free from defects,

Remembering therefore the great interests which
were dependent on the course I pursued, and that, in

| some sort, the presest happiness and concord, and the

future amalgamation of two races were involved in my
doing " that'which was right, I felt it to be my duty,
after having bestowed the greatest attention upon the
subject, and having carefully weighed the opinions of
other men, to form my own deliberate judgment as to
the line of proceeding which my duty vequired me to
pursue, and then to adopt that, and, as far as in my power
lay, to follow it out, although it might be opposed to
the views and wishes of those whose opinions I respect,
and whose interests I have, to the utmost of my power,
and to the best of my judgment, hitherto—as in this
instance—wendeavoured to promote. I am sure that the
many, persons in this country, With whom I have com«
muniéatédon this subject, will at least admit that ¥
have spared no pains to acquire information . concerne
ing it, and that I have attentively heard. and carefully
weighed the numerous and ceatlicting opinions which
have Ween expressed to me regarding it,

.J.am fully aware, however, that this measure can only
be regarded as” a ‘temporary one, and I trust that it
may be found that I shall always be ready cheerfully
and anxiously to consider any proposed amendments
in the form of the Local Legislatures which the circum-
stances of New Zzaland may appear to call for-=and

‘which may prove to be more in consonance with the

wishes of its inhabitants than those which'l bave proa
posed for adoption.

L shall.only have to request your attention to two
other measuves :

1stly. To a Bill, the object of which is to place tha
Post Offices in New Zealand under the control of the
local Government=—

2udly. To a. 8ill for the purpose of enabling Barris«
ters of the Supreme Court to practice as Solicitors, and
Solicitors as Barristers for a further period of five years.

The first of these measures is one which admits of
no delay, as you will find from the despatches which I
have l12id upon the table that it is doubtful whether any
law at present exists which authorises the levying of
Postage in New Zealand.

The second measur: also admits of no de'ay; for,
should not some legislative enactment be passed upon
this subject before Janna:y next, the legal profession

! might be subjected to_the most serious inconvenience.

1 do not propose on this occasion to bring any other
measures under the attention of the Geveral Legisias
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ture of New Zealandwmfirstly, because, as I have
before stated, circumstances have prevented me from
at present imparting to this Counci! the general cha-
racter which I had desired, and which 1 yet hope to
be able to give it; and secondly, because I am anxious
88 speedily as possible to reach Wellington to assist,
in as far as I am able, in devising and carrying out
those measures waich may appear most likely to ress
tore public confidence, and to secure the future pros-
perity of that settlement.

Had I met this Council a few days since, it would
have been my pleasing duty to have congratulated you
upon the great measure of tranquillity and prosperity
with which, for some time past, it had pleased Divine
Providence to bless every portion of New Zealand;
the recent calamitous events at Wellington have now,
however, shed a deep gloom over one portion of this
Colony, whilst the other portions of New Zealand are
still left in the enjoyment of, I believe, a more than
usual degree of wealth and prosperity. I bave no
doubt that those who are so blessed wiﬂ extend every
aid in their power to those of their fellow colonists
upon whom such a disaster has fallen ; and I trust that
the assistance which, by your aid, I hope it may be in
the power of the Government to afford to the in.
habitants of Wellington may enable them speedily to
repair their present losses, and still fully to develope
the great resources of their adopted country.

G. Gaev.

Council Chamber,

November 16, 1848,

EEES

Schedule B.77
No. 27.
Downing Street,
24th April, 1848,
Sir,

With reference to my despatch No. 11, of the 24th
February last, I berewith transmit for your informa-
tion and guidance, the capy of a communication from
the Board of Treasury, euclosing copies of two letters
from the Post.Master General, relative to the Post
Office arrangements at New Zealand; and I bave to
desire that you will take an early opportunity of car-
rying into effect Lord Clanricarde’s suggestions on
this subject, by proposing to your Council the prepara-
tion of an Ordinance, placing the Post Office under
1he control of the Local Government.

I am, Sir,
Your most obedient servant,
(Signed) Grev,
To Governor Grey,
&c., &c.

Treasury Chambers,

Sib A_gri_!! Lsgg,

B S

Sir,

With reference to your letters of 17th Janu-
ary and 24th February last, and to previous cotres-
pondence on the subject of the Post Office arrange-
ments st New Zealand, I am commanded by the Lords
Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury to transmit

‘Jrepresentation-

the accompanying copies of two letters from the Post-
master-General for the information and consideration
of Earl Grey. -

I s at the same time to request you will state to
his Lordship that my Lords concur in opinion with
the Postmaster-General that it is desirable that the
control of the Post-Office arrangements in New Zea-
land should be vested in the local Government; and
you wi!l suggest to his Lordship, that any requisite
instructions in this respect should be conveyed to
Governor Grey, and that the Governor's attention
should be called to the expediency of causing steps to
be taken, without delay, for removing any doubts as to
the legality of the demands made in the Colony for
Postage.

I am, &c.,
(Signed) C. E. TREVELYAN.
To Herman Merivale, Esq.,
&e., &e., &c.

Schedule C.

To His Excellency the GovernorsinsChief of New Zea«
land, and the honorable the Members of the Legisla-
tive Council, in Council assembled.

The Humble Petition of the undersigned Inhabitants of
. Aucklaand,
Humbly Shewetb,

That your Petitioners,in common with thei?
fellow Colonists in the Southern Division, have loog
and anxiously looked forward to some amelioration of
their political condition with reference to the want of

} 2.in. the Legislative Council
of this Territory ; and had hoped that it was your
Excellency’s intention, with the advice and consent of
your honourabie Council, to coafer this privilege upon
them at the earliest opportunity.

That your Petitioners have read the draft ofa Bill to
be called the * Provincial Councils Bill,”’ which has
been submitted by his Excellency to.the Legisiative
Council, with feelings of the deepest disappointment,
feeling assured that a Council formed upon the princie
ples of that Bill could never give satisfaction to the
great bulk of the Colonists generally, nor work to the
advantage of either the governing or the goversed.

Your Petitioners, therefore, humbly pray that your
Excellency and your Honourable Couucil will be
pleased to postpone any further consideration of this
Bill, uotil your Petitioners shall bave had time to lay
before your Excellency and your Honourable Councif,
their wants and wishes, as far as the same may be
justly conceded to them, and also until such time sa
your Petitiouers’ fellow Colonists in the South may
have been able to make koown their feeiings on this
all-important subject.

... And your Betitionarsy-a4-ii-dity-bouad, will cver

pray, &c., &c.
* [Here fcl ow the signatures,}

R Ay P A
Auckland :e=Printed by WiLrramMsoN and WiLsox,
for the New Zealand Government.



